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The city is rich in history and built heritage and has 
much to explore. Walking through these historical 
sites of Funchal, it´s a time travel through the cultural, 
historical and museological heritage.

Our history was made with these fragments of the 
past, and between streets, alleys and sidewalks, we 
intend to offer something special and unique to 
attract visitors from the most varied stops and make 
life easier for those who live here.

Our 3 Historical Centres are: Santa Maria Maior, Sé and 
São Pedro/Santa Clara. And these, being the historical 
basis of the development of Funchal as a city, are the 
ones that became the focus of accessibility in our 
Capital.

Historical Centre
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The mild climate and natural beauty make the 
Madeira archipelago a safe choice to visit any time of 
the year. In addition to nature walks, outdoor activities 
and the traditional tour of the island, be sure to enjoy 
the culture and history that the city has to offer.

Funchal is increasingly different as an accessible 
destination. The routes that are part of this guide were 
tested by people with reduced mobility, visual and 
hearing impairment. 

are marked with different colours:

Accessible Places of
Touristic Interest

Green -
Accessible

Yellow -
Partially accessible

see attached map
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Location Rua Brigadeiro Oudinot
Contact 291 214 080
Website mercados.cm-funchal.pt
Opening Hours
Weekdays 7h - 19h 
Saturday 7h - 14h

Opened in 1940, the “Farmers Market” is one of the 
most emblematic places in the city of Funchal.  The 
panels of tiles from Battistini, painted with regional 
motifs that decorate the facade, the main door and 

The Market offers its visitors an authentic sensory 

honey cake, Madeira Wine or the typical poncha. Take 

dressed in traditional clothes.

Farmers Market1
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With its narrow cobbled streets and old houses 
facades, it is an historic area of great architectural and 

houses and other residences of the 18th century. 

An emblematic element of this area, are the beautiful 
doors painted by local and foreign artists (Project “Art 
of Open Doors”) and it represents one of the faces of 

It is also here that is located one of the oldest streets of 
the city, Rua de Santa Maria, which hosts several local 
businesses, such as the typical Hat Factory, which has 
been operating for more than 60 years in the same 

Corpo Santo). 

“Old Town”2
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Located in Largo do Socorro, this church is associated 
with a vow made by the people of Funchal to São 
Tiago Menor, in 1523, due to an outbreak of plague that 
ravaged the island. It was initially placed in the Church 
of Our Lady of Calhau, formerly situated on the bank of 
Ribeira de João Gomes. This church was destroyed by 
an alluvium in 1803 and replaced by the current Church 
of Socorro.

Socorro Church

Location Rua de Santa Maria - Largo do Socorro
Contact 291 220 550
Opening Hours
Weekdays 9h30 - 12h / 15h - 18h
Sunday 9h to 12h

3

Location Rua do Portão de São Tiago
Contact 291 211 830
Opening Hours
Weekdays 9h - 12h30 / 14h - 17h30
Admission Paid

The Fortress of São Tiago was built in the 17th century 
to protect the city of Funchal from attacks.
Its construction began around 1614 and was later 
expanded. In 1901 it received the visit of King Carlos, 

Until 1992, it maintained its military functions, when 
the Regional Government ceded its use for cultural 
activities.

São Tiago Fortress4
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Located where the Thermal Power Plant of Funchal 
operated, commonly called Casa da Luz (The House of 
Light), it presents a set of documents and machinery 
through which we can observe the evolution of how 
electricity took place in our Region.

examples of olive oil lamps, to the current type of 
lighting used in the city.

Electricity Museum 5
The Madeira Story Centre is an Interactive Museum 
that shows a complete panorama of millions of years 
of Madeira´s History and Culture: from the volcanic 
origins to our days.
The Story Centre also offers the visitor a panoramic 
multifunctional terrace, a perfect place to admire the 
beauties of the city and taste the madeiran cuisine in 
the Rooftop restaurant.  

Madeira Story Centre6

Location Rua D. Carlos I, 27
Contact 291 639 082
Website www.madeirastorycentre.com
Opening Hours 9h-19h
Admission Paid

Location Rua Casa da Luz, 2 
Contact 291 211 480
Website www.museucasadaluz.com
Opening Hours Tuesday to Saturday  10h - 12h30 
/ 14h - 18h
Admission Paid
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set of buildings that include the Fortress, Palace and 

of Madeira´s Republic Representative. 

a collection of weapons, from the 18th Century, to the 
present days.

São Lourenço Palace 

Location Avenida Zarco
Contact 291 202 530
Opening hours Weekdays  10h - 17h 
Saturday 10h - 12h / 14h - 17h

8

Location Rua do Aljube
Contact 291 228 155
Opening hours 
7h30 - 12h / 16h - 19h

The simple facade of the Cathedral, with its 
emblematic Gothic portal, does not let you guess the 
beauty of its interior.
Built in 1514, this Cathedral shows beautiful Flemish 
paintings and an indigenous cedar wood ceiling, with 
ivory and gold inlays, considered one of the most 
beautiful ceilings in Portugal.
The chair of the chancel, the main door and the pieces 
of gilded carving of the 17th Century, are architectural 
features of the Manueline period.

Funchal Cathedral7
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Location Praça do Município
Contact 291 211 100
Website www.cm-funchal.pt
Opening Hours Weekdays 7h30 - 12h / 16h - 19h
Guided Tours booking - 291 705 060

The emblematic City Hall, was built in 1758 by the 
Conde de Carvalhal family, who lived here until 1820. 

with the statue of Leda and the Swan and tileworks 
signed by the Italian ceramist Battistini. The halls are 

From the tower, you can enjoy one of the best views 

Funchal City Hall9

Currently occupied by the University of Madeira and 
the Catholic University, the Jesuit College is divided into 

It is a building with an architectural mix, a result of the 
renovations made by each occupant over the years 
(religious, military and civil orders) and with various 
details of interest, connected to episodes of national 
and international history.

Jesuit College

Location Rua dos Ferreiros, 11
Contact 291 705 060
Website colegiodosjesuitas.pt
Opening Hours Monday to Saturday 10h - 18h30
Guided Tours Weekdays 10h - 18h

10
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Location Praça Cristóvão Colombo, 5
Contact 291 236 910
Email museu.acucar@cm-funchal.pt
Opening hours Weekdays 9h -17h30

Located in the same space where once existed the 
Manueline House of João Esmeraldo, a Flemish man 
that settled in Madeira at the end of the 15th Century, 
to produce and trade Sugar.
The archaeological excavations in the museum in 
1989, have uncovered a large and rich collection of 
testimonies of daily life between the 16th and 17th 
century.

A Cidade do Açúcar Museum11
The museum is housed in the old studio of Vicente 
Gomes da Silva and has, among its collection, scenarios, 
cameras, “studio” furniture, frames with original 
pictures, books on photographic techniques and a 
valuable photographic archive, with about 800,000 
negatives, datable between 1876 and 1982, besides 
having a core related to cinema.

Madeira Photography Museum

Location Rua da Carreira, 43
Contact 291 145 325
Opening Hours Tuesday to Saturday 10h - 17h
Admission Paid

12



22 23

Location Avenida Arriaga
Contact 291 215 130
Website teatro.cm-funchal.pt
Guided Tours
Admission Paid

A theater designed by architect Tomás Augusto Soler, 

24th 1884. 

The building shows the typical Italian neoclassical 
model, following the prototype of the Theatre of São 
Carlos in Lisbon and the Theatre La Scala in Milan. 
Opened on March 11, 1888, it is today one of the most 
beautiful concert halls in the country.

It owes its name to the blind poet of Madeira, 
playwright of the second half of 21st Century, whose 
works have been represented in popular European 
acts, in Africa and in Brazil. The poet requested King 
D. João III, the privilege to be the only one who could 
print and sell his works.

Baltazar Dias Municipal Theatre13
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Location Rua da Mouraria, 31
Contact 291 229 761
Email mmf@cm-funchal.pt
Opening hours Tuesday to Saturday  10h - 18h
Admission Paid

Located in São Pedro Palace, one of the most 

the mid-18th Century. This building has been used as 
residence, hotel and even as a college. Currently it 

Library and the Municipal Aquarium.

Natural History Museum14
This Museum has a strong connection to the history 
of the city, as it was here, the second residence of the 
family of the discoverer of the island, João Gonçalves 
Zarco. 

Piedade and an area that includes an Orchid Garden 
and the Archaeological Park, with elements deriving 
from demolitions of several buildings of the city.

Quinta das Cruzes Museum

Location Calçada do Pico, 1
Contact 291 740 670 
Website mqc.madeira.gov.pt
Opening hours Tuesday to Sunday  10h - 12h30  / 
14h - 17h30
Admission Paid

15
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Location Calçada de Santa Clara, 7 
Contact 291 202 578 / 291 202 570
Website casamuseuff.blogspot.pt
Opening Hours Tuesday to Saturday 10h - 17h30
Admission Paid

Characterized by its reddish colour, it was once the 
residence of the Condes da Calçada and later acquired 
by the Madeiran lawyer and collector Dr. Frederico de 
Freitas, in order to expose his valuable legacy of art 
pieces, which he donated to the Region after his death 
in 1978.
Ten years after the opening of the Museum, the House 
of Tiles is inaugurated, which includes Portuguese, 
Oriental, Medieval, Majolica and Islamic pieces.

Frederico de Freitas Museum House16
The Fortress of São João Batista, better known as 
Fortaleza do Pico is located in the parish of São Pedro. 
It became one of the “ex-libris” of the island of Madeira, 
over the years.
From this fortress, it is possible to contemplate one of 
the best panoramic views of Funchal, comparable to a 
helicopter ride over the capital.  

Playground and a viewpoint that deserves your visit.  

São João Batista Fortress

Location Rua do Castelo 
Contact 291 231 502
Opening Hours Tuesday to Saturday  9h - 18h
Garden 9h - 20h

17
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Location Caminho das Voltas, 15
Contact 291 210 290
Website telefericojardimbotanico.com
Opening hours 9h - 17h 
Admission Paid

The Botanical Garden Cable Car establishes a 
connection to the Monte parish, allowing you to visit 

species that decorate this emblematic garden, and 
then follow to Monte area, with all the convenience.
The circuit takes place in just 9 minutes and provides 
an unforgettable trip, with privileged landscapes. 

Botanical Garden Cable Car18
Located in the Old Town, this mean of transport has the 
capacity to transport 800 people per hour, a total of 39 
cabins with 8 seats.
The trip is made in about 15 minutes, with a height of 
560 meters. 
Combined tickets can be purchased for both cable cars 
according to the route preference.

Madeira Cable Car 

Location Rua Dom Carlos I / Almirante Reis 
Contact 291 780 280
Website www.madeiracablecar.com
Opening hours 9h - 17h45
Admission Paid

19
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Location Caminho das Babosas, 4A 
Contact 291 784 756
Website montepalace.com
Opening hours 10h - 16h30
Admission Paid

Located in Monte, it was once a place of historical 
importance, as it was a 18th Century luxurious hotel 
that housed many illustrious guests. The Berardo 
Foundation has transformed this beautiful property 
into a museum and garden, with exotic plants and 

such as ducks, white and black swans, peacocks, 
chickens and Koi carp.

Monte Palace Tropical Garden20
This Garden has a privileged location in the city center 
and has an unique biodiversity, boasting trees and 
plants from various corners of the world. 
This garden features an auditorium and amphitheater, 
a bar-terrace, a kiosk and a small lake inhabited by 
swans and ducks.

Funchal Municipal Garden

Location Avenida Arriaga
Contact 291 231 501
Email parquesjardins@cm-funchal.pt
Opening hours open every day

21
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Location Avenida do Infante
Contact 291 231 502
Email parquesjardins@cm-funchal.pt
Opening Hours Summer 7h - 21h  
Winter 08h - 20h

With an area of 36,000 m², The Santa Catarina Park 
offers a beautiful view over Funchal bay, with several 
footpaths, where you can observe numerous trees and 
herbaceous species from all over the world. 
Special highlight to the Santa Catarina Chapel, build 
in 1425, by request of Dona Constança, wife of the 
island discover João Gonçalves Zarco.

Santa Catarina Park22

In the words of the writer Maria Lamas, “there it is 

of Madeira.”

With a privileged location over the Atlantic, the bay of 
our capital has captivated a great number of visitors 
over the centuries.

Idyllic scenarios that dazzle those who pass through 
and whose viewpoints allow varied perspectives.
Different looks, the same beauty!

Viewpoints
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Opening hours 8h - 20h

This viewpoint is located in the old fortress of São João 
Batista, built in the 19th century. The enclosure is in 
the form of a citadel and inside stands out the large 
cistern, excavated in the rock. It has a pleasant view of 
the bay and part of the city. A quiet space with access 

passing by Café do Forte.

23
With a beautiful view over Funchal and its bay, up to 
Ponta do Garajau, this viewpoint is inserted in the Santa 
Catarina Park and offers panoramic views from various 
angles of the city.
Another attraction of this municipal park is the lagoon 
with fountains, where an island was created to give a 
space of rest and nesting to the swans and ducks that 
live there. Visitors have at their disposal two terrace 
bars.

Opening hours 
Winter 8h – 19h
Summer 7h – 21h

24São João Batista Fortress Santa Catarina Park 
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Summer
Monday to Saturday 8h - 00h / Sunday 8h - 20h
Winter
Monday to Saturday 8h – 22h / Sunday 8h - 20h

Built in 1950, the Pico dos Barcelos Viewpoint is 
situated in the parish of Santo António at about 355 
meters of altitude. From this location you can admire 
a stunning panorama over the bay and the city of 
Funchal, with the Desertas islands in the background.

Pico dos Barcelos25

Horário Weekdays 9h – 17h
Admission Paid

In the past, it was known as “Quinta das Angústias”, 
probably because the chapel connected to the main 
building is dedicated to “Our Lady of Angústias”. 
In 1979, Quinta Vigia was acquired by the Regional 

of the Regional Government President.

Quinta Vigia26
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Opening Hours
7h – 00h

Situated in the tourist area of Lido, the Panoramic 

ocean, with emphasis on the Lido Islet.

of Garden, Esplanade, Playground and Fields for the 
practice of Padel. 

27

Despite its volcanic origin, Madeira and more 

through its bathing complexes.

The municipality has three accessible beaches: 
Formosa Beach, Ponta Gorda Bathing Complex and 
Lido Bathing Complex.

The beach and the complexes have the “Accessible 

to accessibility. The “Accessible Beach” award aims 
to reward the beaches that meet the conditions that 
allow their use by all people, without questioning the 

Capital has the only beach in the country, adapted for 
blind people.

The guarantee of access to the beaches by people 
with reduced mobility or with other limitations, is a 
distinctive mark of the municipality.

Accessible Beaches

Panoramic Garden
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Located to the west of the municipality of Funchal, it 
is the only public beach that, through a promenade, 
joins two cities in the region, Funchal and Câmara de 

Flag of the European Union. 

Praia Formosa is accessible to all, regardless of age, 
mobility or special needs. The only beach in the 
country adapted for the blind, awarded with the 
“Accessible Beach 2015” prize.

Formosa Beach28
- Adapted for the blind, with the Audioplage system;

- Line of buoys equipped with sensors;

- Bracelet that allows you to know exactly where the 
user is located in relation to the buoys;

- Wheelchairs that help entrance in the sea;

- Amphibious Crutches;

- A wooden platform, which allows people with 
reduced mobility to reach the sea;

- Obstacle-free pedestrian access, from the public 
road to the parking with reserved spaces for disabled 
cars;

- Adapted sanitary facilities.

Accessibility



42 43

Contact 291 105 163 / 931 781 148
Opening Hours Summer 8h - 20h / Winter 9h - 19h
Admission Paid

The Lido swimming Complex is located in one of the 
most emblematic areas of Funchal. It was renovated 
and opened to the public in the summer of 2016 and 

road to the interior of the complex and ensures 
accessibility to the swimming pool, with amphibious 
wheelchairs.

Lido Swimming Complex29

Contact 291 105 763 / 939 018 155
Opening Hours Summer 8h – 20h / Winter 9h – 19h
Admission Paid

A large and pleasant complex with two saltwater pools, 
(for adults and children), playing equipment and a 
natural pool. Users have at their disposal a solarium 
area with a total of 690 m2, where they can enjoy a 
relaxing and enjoyable day. 

Ponta Gorda Swimming Complex30
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